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Meg. K. F. S8HOLL ohserved that the ques- -

tion wns not one that alone concerned the
City Council of Perth. [t wns one that con-
cerned the whole of the people of the colony,
whose money the conunittee was asked to vote
for the constraction of the tramway. In his
opinton the best site had not beon selected as
a depdt for the refuse, as there was likely to be
a great deal of settiement wll ronnd Subiaco.
The matter was too important to be pushed
through the House in one night.

M=z. A. FORREST snid the City Council
would make further enquiry and inspection, in
order, if possible, to get such a retived and
level site as that recommendod by the
hon. member for Rochourne. The money
could be passed, and the question of site left
open. *

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. &,
Burt) believed that the City Council of Perth
were the only body who would (so to speak)
remove refuse from the front instead of the
back door of the city. He was opposed to
Subiaco being used us 2 place for the reception
of sewerage. Tt was hardly worth while
going into a large expense for what, after
all, would only he a tempornry scheme for
the cleansing of Perth ; for there was no donbt
that, at no distant date, a symem of deep
drainage and sewage would have tc be pro-
vided for the ciky. At the other end o' the
city there were hundreds of acres available for
o sewerage depbt—Iland close to a water main,
from which an unlimited supply of water could
be obtained, wherens at Subiace, water wonld
only be obtainable by pumping it from wells.

Mr. GEORGE said the land to which it was
proposed o run the tramway at Subinco be-
longed to the City Council. It was level and
sandy, and there was no population near if.
The City Council were in favor of the site,
after having made the fullest inquiry amnd
inspections of other places that had been
suggested.

Tax PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in
order to overcome the objections of the com-
mittee to the site named in the item, wonld
propose the insertion of the word “DPerth”
instead of “ Subiaco.” Thia nlteration would
permit of the selection of the most suitable
site, and the one that wns moest free from
objeation from a sanitary point of view.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL helieved that it would be
uecessary for the Government to purchase
land for the required purpose.

Mr. RANDELL expressed the wisk that
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' the question,
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progress should he reported in orGer that more
time might he given for the consideration of
He moved that progress should
be reported.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House, adjourned at 10:20 o’clock, p.m.

LegisTatibe Assembly,

Thursday, 26th September, 1895.

Camels on Public Roads : Dangerous to Passengers—
Crown Suits Bill: Speaker's Ruling on a Ques-
tion of Privilsge—Legislative Council’s Amend-
ments in the Ml : consideration of—Additional
Fistimates, 1895-6: further considered and

- reported— Assisted Schools Abolition Hill: re-
committed— Mfines  Regulation MHill: second
reading—Stock Diseases Bill: second reading—
tloldfields Bill : further considered in commitice
— Adjourument.

Tug SPEAKER took the chair nt 430
o’clock, p.an,

PRAYERS.

CAMELS ON PUBLIC ROADS, AND DANGER
70 PASSENGERS.

Mr. MONGER: I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, in order to bring under the
notice of the Government and hon. members,
what appears to me to be & matter of preat
danger to the lives and property of people ra-
siding in the Perth and Fremantle districts
particularly. I desire to bring under notice
the fact that enmelsare allowed to travel over
the main ronds of the southern part of the
colony ; that they are allowed to pass almost
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through the centre of Fremantle, und uleng
the main road to Perth, und onward to the
eastern goldfields. Sowe members of this
House, and nmiany of the public, have been in
the habit of driving for occasionnl recveation
to Osborne and the Half-way Housze, as wellns
to Fremantle, and these persons are now virtu-
ally debarred from doing so, owing 1o the fact
that they never know when they ure likely, or
not, to meet camels along the roud, with the
consequent danger of their horses tuking fright
at sight of the camels. Ladies vesiding inand
near Perth or Fremantle huve become timid
about taking a drive along the main road, be-
tween the two towns, because of the dangers
that have occurred from ihis cauwse. T think
the time has arrived when the Governinent,

or those vepresenting the Municipal
Councils of Perta and Fremantle, should
take some proper and definite action

toregulate the passing of camels through
these towns, and the routes to be tuken Ly
them, 8o as fo avoid the public roads in or-
dinary houra. It has been been my unpleasant
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the police in motion, but there is great
danger at present. There is a string of camncls
at the back of Ferth now; and there should he
by-laws properly enforced for regulnting the
presence, or the passing of these animals where
they moy come in contact with horges. [ am
told there is opportunity for camels to travel
along the lower roud, so as to aveid the

. passage through Perth.

Tue ATTOBNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) : This matter is an important one, but
the present motion is hardly the proper course
for drawing nttontion toit. 1he hon, member

" should address himself to the Corporation of

Perth, who have full power under the new Act,
if not under the former one, for regulating the

' passing of cumels through any part of the

experience during the last few doys to come .

in contact with a large string of camels on the
wmain road between Perth and Fremantle ; and
if, instead of the gentleman who accompanied
me, I had happened to have bad the pleasuref
driving with 2 lady, I am afraid my seat in
this House would to-day have bLeen declaved
vacant. 1 have thouglt it my duty to bring
under the notice of the Government this great
danger that threatens the lives and property
of persons who may come in contact with
cammels on a public road; und I hope that
either the Government, or the Municipal
Councils, or both, will see that proper by-luws
for regulating the passing of camels arve
framed without delay, and are enforced for the
protection of the public. I ulse hope the
Qovernment will promise that, if no existing
legislation meeis the case, they will bring
forth a measnre which will prevent, in the
future, 8 recurrence of such incidents and
dangers as I have referred to.

Me. SIMPSON : In seconding the motion of
the bon. wember, I can endorse what he says
88 to the danger of horses taking fright at the
sight of camels on the main road. I have seen
women and children in Perth pat in peril by
the passing of camels along Adelaide Terrace
at ten o’clockin the morning, and a bad
accident happened from this cause three or
four months ago. I do not know whether the
Government or the City Conncil should put

city, [Me. Moran: What about Clarcmont ¥}
As to caels passing through Claremont, that
is o different matter, hut where camels nrelike-
1y to create the greatest danger, by frightening
horses,ia on the main road from Crawley to
Perth, where there is no gel-away fora fright-
ened horse. And, as to that, there is nothing to
prevent the City Council, to-merrow mornicg,
from making a by-law prohibitivg the driving
of camels along that road within the city
boundury, or through any part of Perth, and
regulating the bours within which they should
be ullowed to pass, ulso the route they should
take, in Lhe fame way as the City Council

 makes reguiations for the driving of stock

through the streets.

Mg. A FORREST: On behalf of the City
Council, 1 may say we regret very much the
oceurrence to which the hon. mewber for York
has referred. Camels are prohibited frowm
cowming into the city now, and when they
arrive at Claremont from Fremantle, they
have to tnke the back route 50 as not to pass
through the city., I can promise the hon.
member that such o mishap as oceurred to
him will not happen again on the Perth road.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. E. Richardzen): The hon. member
says camels ure prohibited from coming into
the city now, bui there are a number of
camels o be seen feeding in Hay-street 'Wesi
ab night ; in fact, they siray ioto the central
parts of the city. I know one or two gentle-
men whose horses were nearly driven mad
with fright and excitement coused by camels
being in the street at night. T know that one
camel was camped in a back-yard within the
¢ity for nearly a week, and every horse passing

| the place rushed off with fright on seeing the
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camel, so0 that =accidents
averted,

Me. K. F. SHOLL: I can support, by
informntion I have bad, the vemarks of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands. A nwmber of
camels are now located in West Perth, and
enly within a day or two [heardof n ¢amel
lying in the atreet near o hotel, dying. It
hes been removed, but stray cumels are con.
tinnally roving about the streets of Perth at
night. It is notse much in the central streets,
as in the outskirts of Perth, that the City
Couneil should see to the hye law being enfore-
ed, by not permiting camels to be driven in
the city at all. There iz one hotel in West
Perth where cumels are stabled at times ; and,
I min aware of the incident mentioned by the
Commissioner of Lands, whare a horse nearly
went mad—kicking all night in the stable
after secing a camel, and the owner of the
horse hardly knowing how to pacify it.
Camels should he probibited from coming into
the city, and stray camels should not be
allowed to ronm about. Cawels should not be
stabled within the city. It is unfortunate
that horses bave such an aversion to
cnmels, but the fact remains that they
have. [Mr. A. Forrrsr: In Coolgardie
both catels and horses go about the streets.]
Yes; the horsea there get used to seeing
camels : but in Perth the horses see cumels for
the first time, and there is danger of serivus
accidents resulting from horses taking
fright. Thut is the case particularly on the
road between Perth and Cra.wIcSr, and, as the
Attorney-General said, thero is no get-awuay
between the hill on one side and the river on
the other side of the road. One can imagine
the difficulty there would be if ladies were
driving along that vond with children, and a
horse took fright on meeting camels—probu-
bly jumping into the river. I hope the City
Council, having fuli power, will not only pre-

were  narcowly
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vent camels from being driven along that road,

but prevent thewn from coming into the city
atall. Itis necessary that camels lnnded at
Fremuntle should pass through the outskirts
of Perth on their way to the goldfields, but
certain honrs should be set apari, and a certain
route defined for this purpose. I am glad the
hon. member has brought this watter before
the House.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF ERAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) : I hope the regulations
will not be such as to interfere with camels
coming to the Perth station for being trucked

-
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on the railway.  Thece is a considerable husi-
ness done in carrying canels on the railway,
and they have to pass through part of the ¢ity
in reaching the railway station.

Mg, TRAYLEN: In defence of the City
Council, I may say the new Act referred to be-
came law only afew days age, sud, immedintely
afterwards, the City Counncil appointed a com-
mittee to druw up hy-laws for regulating the
passing of camels through the city.

Mg, HOOLEY : AstheCommissioner of Rail-
wiys has pointed out, came!s are often brought
into Perth for trucking on the railway, and
the regulutions should be reusonable. Certain
hours mighl be set apart for that purpose, but
care should he taken that the people trading
in camels are not unduly hampered with re.
strictions.

Me. MORAN : Although [am very much in-
terested in seeing that the traffic to the gold-
fields is not impeded in any way, I think the
public should be protected, in the Lowns,
againgt the dangers caused by camels. The
Mayor of Perth has just said the camels will
be kept out of Perth, but I think it is more ne-
cessary to prevent them from coming a'ong
the main road through Claremont, where so
many persons ride and drive. I had some ex-
perience of the danger caused by horses taking
fright at cnmels, on the same day that the
wember for York had a mighap, for, in coming
towards Perth, I followed up a pack of camels,
walking 1wy horse for over ap hour
behind them, »nd not being able tu
approach or pass them at any part of the road.
I tied up my horse uand went forward to ask
the driver to allow me to pass, but he refused,
saying he could not get off the road with the
camels, and he suggested that four Afghan
drivers should hold on to the wheels of my
cenveyance while I hung on to the horase, and
we could try to get it past the camels in that
way. 1 dared not try that, but at Cluremont 1
tried to getuway by striking a track through
the bush towards Subiaco, and on through
wild country to Perth. Plenty of other
persons who were on the road with horses on
that day could not get along becaunse of the
ecamels, and I know there were other visitors
2t Osbhorne who, whea they heurd camels were
on the Perth road, dared not venture to

. return to Perth that day. Where women and

childven are concerned, the matter is wuch
worse and the danger pgreater. I know of
instances in which camei drivers have refused
to gooff the road atnll. Asthere is a back
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track  from Claremont withont passing
through the city of Perth, the camals should
not be ul'owed on the main road at all. We
should wake and enforce regulations for pro-
tectivg the white population against the
dongers of the camel traffie, and not allow
these Afghan drivers to seriously interfere
with our pleasure or business.

Me. MONGER: Having brought this
matter under the notice of the Government
and the Mayor of Perth, I now ask leave to
withdraw the motion.

Motion for adjournment, by leave, with-
drawn.

CROWN SUITS BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE.

THE SPEAKER : Before the House resolves
itgelf into committee to consider the Legisla-
tive Council’s Message, No. 27, it is my duty, as
guardian of the privileges of this House, to
point out that the amendment proposed to he
made in Clause 37 of this Bill is a breach of the
privileges of this House. It will be recoliect.
ed that a provision was inserted in the Bill,
when before this House, providing that in cuse
of an nccident on the railway, no more than
one thousand pounds should be liable to be
paid us compensation by the Government. Vhe
Legislative Council have atruck out the word
“one "’ and inserted the word “two ™ in lieu
thereof ; thereby increasing, indirectly or con-
sequentially, the burdensof the people. That is
a power which the Legislative Cuuncil do uot
possess. 1 am sorry fo suy there seemsto bea
very indefinite idea, on the part of members of
that House, us to amendments which it is com-
petent for them to make. They seem to baof
opinionthat itisonly with regard to money Bills
that they cannot make ninendinents. L'here are
many other classes of Bills in which money is
concerned, that are not money Bills at all, and
which the Legislative Council have ro right
to interfere with, The most recent instance
I have been able tofind, in support of wy rul-
ing, occurred in 1891, when the Jlementary
Iiducation Bill was before the English Parlia-
went. ‘I'he Housc of Comons, inthe Act of
1870, had placed u limit upon the amount of
money to be granted to cach scholur in an le-
mentary school. The House of Lords, iu the
Elementary Education Bill then before it,
pmended the Bill by inserting a provision to
enable the managers of schools to group omne
or wore schools together. When the Billin
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this atnended form was returned to the
Honze of Conmons, it was there contended
that the amendment might, in certain contin-
gencies, increase the limit of expenditure
as alrendy agreed to in the House of Com-
mons. The Speaker, on heing appeuled to as
to whether iv was competent for the House of
Lorda to insert an amendment of this char-
acter, said :—** As I have said before, the ques-
““ tion is ome of inference and construction;
“ but I have no heasitation in saying that if the
“ limit of 17s. 6d. be exceeded in any purtic-
“ular gchool, the Lordis have exceeded pri-
" vilege.” That is the latest instance in Eng-
land; snd I have no hesitation in saying it is
my opinion that, for the Legislativa Councilin
this colony to make an amendment that,
directly or indirectly, imposes ndditional
burdens on the people, is & breach of the
privilegea of this House.

I'nge ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): There are two other awmendments
made by the Legislative Councii which are of
o noture that we can accept. 1 assume the
proper course will be to deal with them in
committee, and afterwards to deal with the
third amendment in another way.

Tae SPEAKER : It is competent to take
all three amendments in comwittee, and
say which you agree to and which
you do not agree to ; wnd, if you dis-
agree to any, a Committee of the House
should be appointed to draw up reasons,
'I'ne House itself, and not & Committee of the
House, would have to appoint a Coramittee for
drawing up reasons.

IN COMMITTEE.

The senedule of amendments made by the
Legislative Conncil in * ‘The Crown Suits Bill
was considered, as follows :—

No. 1.—Cn page 8, Clanse 27, line 6 : Strike
out “ plead or demur t0,” and insert *“ and
defend.”

No. 2—0n page 8, Clause 27 : Strike out al’
the words between * allow,” in the eightlt
line, and “ and,” in the elaventh line,

No. 3—0n page 10, Clause 37, line 4 : Strike
out * one ” und insect “ two.”

Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL {(Hon. 8. Burt!
moved that the amendwents numbered one
nnd two, in lhe schedule, made by the Legisla-
tive Council in the Bill, be ngreed to. He
said they were verbul amendments, snd noi
material.

Question put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERATL (Hon. S5.Burt)

3
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moved that the third amendment iju the
schedule, made by the Legislative Council in
the Bill, be not agreed to, being a breach of
the privileges of this House. He ussumed that
the reason for so disagreeing would be report-
ed to the Houase, and that the House would
proceed toappoiat a Comnmittee for drawing
up reasons.

Me, R. B, SHOLL took exception to the way
in which it was proposed to denl with a
message from the other Chamber. They were
going to regard the nmendment as a breach of
privilege, with no other argument before them
than the remarke of the Hom. the Speaker,
The other Chumber was empoweted to make
certain suggestions, and, to treat thesens n
breach of privilege, was curt in the extreme.
It would be cnly courteous to inform the
Legislative Council why the Assembly could
not sgree with the proposed amendments.
[The ArroryEY-GENERAL : That follows. We
will give the reasons.] It appeared ndvisable
that a Joint Comiitiee should meet to define
the privileges of both Houses. [The Arrorney
GENERAL: We havedone that.] Both Houses
were naturally jealous as to their privileges,
buta better idea as to what the privileges
of ench Honse are, would prevent much
goreness, and make it unnecessary for many
delicate points to be raised.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH would not care to let
the suggestion of the hon, member for Gas-
coyne pass without any further reference.
There was no neceseity to appoint a Select
Committee, with the 1dea of giving the
Council greater powers, because that Chamber
enjoyed too oxtemsive powers already, under
one particuler clause, at any rate.

Question—that amendment Neo. 3 be dis.
agreed with, as it infringed the privileges of
this House—put and passed.

Ordered, that the Chairman report to the
House that the Committes had agreed to the
first two nmendments mnde by the Legislative
Council, without amendment; but disagreed
with the third amendment for the reason
stated.

Upon the House resuming,

Tue CHAIRMAN OF COMMII'TEES,
reported that the Commwittee had agreed to
the first two ainendments, without amendment,
but had dissgreed with the third amendment,
on the grounds that it was an infringement of
the privileges of this House.

Report adopted.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8§,
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Burt) moved that Mr, Illingworth, Mr. Moss,
and the mover, be appointed a Committes to
draw up the reasons for the House disagreeing
with the Legislative Council’s amendment.

Mution put and passed.

The Committee retired.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL(Hon. S. Burt)
on hehalf of the Comwittee for the purpose,
broughtup the reasons for the disagreement
of the Assemlh]y to amendment No, 3 of the
Legislative C'ouncil, aa follows :—

The Committee beg to report the
following reusons for disagreeing with
Awendment No. 3 of the Legislative
Council in “ The Crown Suitg Bill :”"—

That the amendment of the Legisla-
tive Council increases the limit of the
burden fized by the Legislative As-
sembly on the public in respect of
danminge for personal injury sustained
through accidents on Government Rail-
ways, and is, therefore, an infringement
of the privileges of the Legislative
Assembly.

Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that the Committee’s reasons be
adopted.

Motion put and passed.

Ordered—that a Message be transmitted to
the Legislative Council, informing them that
the Assewbly had agreed to their amendinents
Nos. 1 and 2, and had disagreed to amendment
No. 3, and forwarding the roasons for such
disagrecment.

1141

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES, 1895-86.
IN COMMITTEE.

The House went into counmittee to further
consider the Additional Estimates of expendi-
ture for 1895-86, and resumed debate on the
vote—""T'ramway from Subincoto Sewage Furm,
£2,300" with the amendment of the Hon. Sir
J. Forrest, thut the worde *' from Subizeo " to
be struck out, and the word “ Perth* inserted
in place thereof.

Mg, RANDELL vonsidered the spot selected
by the City Council for the disposal of the
refuse was u very convenient one, und was
certainly not likely to be prejudicial to the
public health. The only question wus whether
it would, in time, become a nuisance to the
traffic between Perth and Fremantle. A line,
such nethat first proposed, would have the
additional advauntage of being capable of being
purtly used for a suburban line, which, in the
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future, appeared likely to be necessary for | sewage farm. The four thousand acres of

Leederville, and the adjoining district. The
inhabitants of Leederville were alveady ask-
ing for a siding, a8 convenient as possible to
the centre of population, in that quarter of the
city. The avea of the lnnd at the disposal of
the City Council wassuch that there conld be
no injurious eficcts, and the advantage was
that the land was also @& reserve, while

South Western line wus held in fee simple.
References had heen made o the sewage furm
at [elington, in South Australia. There the
revenue received was sometimes greater than
the expenditure incurred in connection with
the disposal of the sewage. "T'he Commiitce
should not decide hastily against a scheme
upon which the City Council was practically
unanious.

Mg, A. FORREST would like to emphasise
the fact that the new line proposed, could also
be used for the cemetery. If the line were not
built there would have to be great expenditure
on roads. The City Council did not want the
line buils for nothing, but were prepared to
pay interest on the cost of construciion. At
the present time, there was no complaint of
any nuisance created by the Corpoaration carts,
and there was no reason why there should be
any under the new system now proposed.

Mz ILLINGWORTH thought it would be
very objectionable to concentrate all the
refuse of Perth at the Central Railway
Station, for conveyance to Subiaco. The
nuisance of having, perhaps, a thousand pana
daily carried over the main railway line would
be an intolerable nuisance, and a menace to
the health of the people of Perth. The pro-
posed scheme was not a semsible mor a
scientific method of dealing with the sanita-
tion of the vity; although perhaps it might
be a convenient way of getting rid of the
offensive matter. The complaints which were

i
|

land in question had beun vested in the City
Council, in order that it might bé made o place
of recreation for the pcople of Perth and ite
suburbs; and it ought not to be turned into o
compost heap, which would make 1t a place to
be avoided. The neighborhood was fast be-
coming populated, und the prevailing winds

. would Llow the offensive oders anll over the
he believed the whole of the Jand along the |

city and the suburbs. The night.seil should
bhe taken right away from Perth to the east-
ward of the capital, to a more remote spot
than Subiaco, where the land was not nearly
so valupble for building purposes as it was
between Perth and Fremantle. If the City
Council persisted in destroying the people's
reserve at Subiaco, by making a night-soil
depbt of it, anappenl wounld be made to the

. Supreme Court for 8 mandamns to prevent

this abuse of the ground in guestion. Another
reason why the sewage should be carried to the
castward, instend of to the westward of the
city was that, in the former loeality, there
was an abundant water supply, while at
Subiagco there was not. An example
of the nuisance thar would be caused
ut  Subjaco, if a sewage farm were
established, was afforded by the state
of affairs that had taken place at Victoria
Purk, which was a place to he avoided,
becanse it had been used for a similar pur-
pose, instead of a place of recreation for the
citizens. 1t would be a great misteke to
permit the City Council to carry out their
Subiaco scucme, as be looked forward to the
time when the land usround the municipal
reserve at Subinco would be built upon ; and
he hoped that the Comimittee would inter-
pose to prevent night.soil heing deposited
upon the lend in question. He desired that
the question before the Chair should be ad-
jourmed, in order to allow the matter to be

* further considered by the City Council.

mada againat the present system of carting

away the nightaoil would be greatly intensi-
fied if the arrangement which the City Couneil
advocated was carried on*. It was pot the
cost. of the tramway that he objected to—that
was o very small matter: it was the pernicious
nature of the proposal that he took execep-
tion to. '

Mxz. R. ¥. SHOLL hoped that the commit-
tee would not be influenced hy the hon.

Mr. A. FORREST said there were as many
people living within a reasonable distance of
East Perth (one of the proposed sites) ns
there were between the melropolitan railway
station and Subiaco; but the real fact of the
matter was that the Commissioner of Ragil-
waye did not want to carxy rbe stuff over
the railway line. 1o his opimion, the
Government had no right to |ring

" down to the Houge this item on the Esti-

wember for West Kiwberley, to consent to

the constimction of a tramway in ovder that

the Subinco Commonage might be made a

mates for the construction of the tramway,
and then abstain from sapporting it ; and if
any members of the Ministry did vote aguinst
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the item, it was his intention to appeal to the
Chair, a3 to whether they were in order in
doing so. The City Council, as representing
the rutepayers, best kpew what ought to be
done for the cleansing of Perth, and they had
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decided that nothing better could be done, for

the present, than to bave a sewage farm at
Subinco, which would result in the land be-
coming so fertile that it would be likely to

produce an annual incowne of £1 per acre per

snnum,
nightsoil there than in some place where the

It w uld be far better to put the |

City Council did not own nny ground ; and he ’

hoped that the country members would
support him in carrying the item.

Mg. CLARKSON thought that the disposal
of the refuse should be left to the discretion
of the Cily Conncil, whose members were
chosen by the ratepayers to deal with this and
vther watters of civic control. Tf the refuse
were taken out to the Darling Range, to the
eastward of the city, the people of that dis-
trict, which was now fairly populated, would
probably object to the stuff being deposited
there. OQf course, if the refuse was taken to
the westward, 1t wonld uot (as the hon.
member for Nannine supposed) be loaded
at the Central Station, hnt a station
would have to be erected for the pur-
pose. He intended to support the item

Mr. LOTON poioted out that Subiaco
would, at any rate, he a better place for a
sewage furm than the present depdt, which
wag within half a mile of I'erth. If the lund
wasg available at Subiuaco, and the City Coun-
cil deemed it best to utilize it for the purpose
referred to, he would raise no objection.

BMr. WOOD understood that the amend-
ment proposed hy the Premier left the route
of the tramway an open question. There was
no doubt that objection would he raised, no
matter whore it was proposed to make a sew-
age farm. But it seemed to him that the
form could not do¢ much harm, in the
middle of an area of four thousand acres. If
the Government would promise to leave the
selaction of the site an open question, pending
further enquiry, he thought that matter

might be safely left in the hands of the

Governmenf. Since constderation had been
giver to this question, lines to the race-
course had been surveyed, and, probably,
in that direction, a suitable site for a
sewage furm would be found. The refuse had
to be got rid of in some way, and there did not
seew much mwore harm in carrying it te the
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wast than in carrying it to the east of the
city. .

Tue COMMISSIONEE OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he had not intended
to take any partin the debate on this item,
but he must accept the challenga of the hox.
member for West Kimberley, us to his (Mr.
Venn's) right to voteus o private member
agaionst the item, The Government, in re-
spouse to representations from the City
Council, had brought down this item, with the
intention of leaving it to the Committee to
decide whether they would pass it or no§;
and, in response to the challenge of the hon.
member for West Kimberley, he meant to
vote ngainst the proposul, beeause, so far as
the Governmeut was concerned, the question
was un independent question. The Premier
knew, when he agreed to put it on the Hsti-
mates, that both he (Mr. Vewn) and the
Attorney-General were opposed to it. There
was 50 mueh building going on between Perth
and Fremantle thatit would be highly im.
proper to make Subinco s refuse depdt,
especially as the most prevalent winds would
distribute the euvia all over Perth und its
suburbs; while, if the nightsoil was taken to
the cnstward, the easterly wind (which
was not very often experienced) would be the
only one tu be feared in this respect. The
proposal to tuke the refuse to the west-
ward of Perth wns controry to scientific prin.
ciples, and the tiwe could nokb Le far distant
when there would he Luildinge all round the
municipa]l reserve, which the City Couuncil

proposed to utilise for +this offensive
purpose. [t was absard for any hon,
member to tell the Commitiee that the

sewage farm would not be offensive. When
he wus in kngland he had been taken to see
sewage farms that were described as being
quite innocaovs, but, when he was approach-
ing those places, he found the atmosphere to
be charged with foul gases, which were
plainly perceptible a gquarter of a mile away.
It was, therefore, evident that the refuse
should be sent to the leeward, and not to the
windward, of the city. He thought it would
be well if the City Council, whose members,
doubtless, were very able men in dealing with
ordinary matters, had sought for scientifie
opinion to assist them in dealing with ques-
tions of sanitary science.” The hon. member
for West Kimberley spoke of the municipal
aren ab Subinco being used for cultivation,
after it had been fertilised by nightsoil, but
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the hon. mewber did not say what would be
grown there ; nor did it appear that the farm.
ing scheme had been properly formulated.
As surveys were being made for a deop drain-
age acheme, it would be far better to defer the
construction of the tramway for sanitary pur-
poses, and wait until the sewage could be
dealt with by means of gravitation. The
main truok line of railway should not be
used for carrying nightsoil. To do eo would
create u public nuisance along the line.
He very strongly objected to the material
being despatched from the Perth central
station, if only for the renson that the markets
would be in close proximity ; and it was
highly undesirable that the food stuifs, which
would be stored in those markets, should be
exposed to the offensive odors that were
bound to come from the sewage depSt. The
objection to making the East Perth railway
station the depdt, was that, 1n the absence of
properc facilities at that place for transferring
the material from the carts to the tracks, it
weuld be impossible to prevent a nuisunce.
"He would also point out that the Railway De.
partment could not pessibly wse the trucks
for any other purpose than that of carrying
the sewage matter ; therefore, considerable ax-
ptose in  procuring additional rolling stock
would have to be incurred. He commended
the scheme which the Premier had suggested
to the City Council, but which that bedy had
declined to adopt. The Premier had sug-
gested that a site, containing about 500
acres, situated tothe north of the city, should
be secured, and that the City Council shounld,
with the assistance of the Government, lay a
light tramway from the city boundary, for the
purpose of conveying the pans to the site.

[ASSEMBLY,]

That scheme, he {Mr. Venn) considered was

worthy of consideration, as a temporary expe-
dient, until a proper system of disposing of
the sewage of the city, by yravitation and
deep drainage, conld be adopted. If the mat-
ter were forced to a division, he would oppose
the motion of the hon. member for West
Kimberley.

Mzr. GEORGE said he congratulated the
Director of Public Works in showing that he
had some backbone; but, at the same time,
he disagreed with the arguments he had used.
With regard to the offensive efluvium which
the Director of Public Works said arose from
sewage farme, he might inform that hon.
gentleman that, ut Birmingham, in England,
asewage farm had been establisled for the
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disposul of the wewage of that city, and,
by means of trenching the refuse matter,
and thus distributing it over the land, very
little odour arpse, while, on the other hand, &
considurable revenue wus derivea by the City
frow the cultivalion of that seil. 'L'he Diree-
tor of Public Works also snid that the City
Council was not composed of svienlific wen,
eapuble of deuling with the subject of sewer-
age. Well, if they were not scientific wen,
they were practicul men; and that was the
class of men vequired to denl with this very
difficul subject, The hon. gentlemun also
said that there waa no precedent to support
the proposal to carry nightsoll over the
Governmeut railways; but he (Mr. Ueorge)
would point out that thut was no wrgument
against the thivg Leing done here—especially
in view of the difficulty which the City Coun-
cil found themselves in, us to how this offensive
watevial should be disposed of. The Govern-
ment carricd bonedust and artificind ronnures
over its railways, and he wuas convinced that
the efluvimn arising from the former com-

. wodity was quile as bad ug that which avose

frow nightsvil, while he wns guite certain that
foodstuffs and other marketable products
were carried in the same trucks that wers
used for the conveyavce of manures. The
hon. gentleman’s argument on that particular
point, therefore, fell to the ground. With re-
gard to the suggested sswage site, to the
north of the city, he was one of those who bad
inspected the site, and he found that, close up
to the edge of the site, smanll allotments bad
been cut up for building purposes; and he had
no doubt that if the City Council decided to
deposil the nightsoil at that spot, thera would
also be un outery frum the residents in that
neighborhoud. He considered tha* the City
Council bad not been treated fairly in regurd
to this matter. He thought, as they were en-
trusted with suunicipnl government, they
should not be interfered with in the udwinis-
tration of the civic affairs in the manner
that the House sought to mnterfere with
thew,

Tuz PREMIKR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he had introduced the question of grant-
ing the propused sum for a trawmway {rom
Suviaco to the sewage farm, merely to see
what the opiniow of how, members might be,
with regurd to the question for the disposal of
pightsoil. He had endeavored to persnade
the City Council to adopl a suggested site to
the north of the city, but, ufter inspecting it,
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they decided that it was not suituble for the
object in view. He did not ihink that the
City Council had given the suggestion very
much considerntion, because they were appar-
ently wedded to the scheme that was before
the House at present, to the exclusion of every
other scheme. [n view of that, the Govern-
went decided Lo suggest the expenditure of
#£2,300 for the purpose propused ; and, as the
Governwent only desived to assist the City
Council in the matter, they resolved not to
wake thisu party question, but thst each
member of the Government should vote as he

liked. He did not like the pruposul very much
himself; but, na he had submitted it prinei-

pully with the object he bad referred to (that
of testing the feeling of hon. mumbers), he
would not desert it. At the same time, he
thought it would be unwise to go to o division
on the matter. It would le better, perhaps,
if the City Council took the money, and used it
for the purpose of establishing some Lempor-
ary scheme for the disposal of the nightsoil of
the eity, which could be utilised until some
more complete and sabisfactory scheme could
be adopted.

Tup COMMISSIONER O CROWN LANDS
(Hou. 4. R.Richardson)}suggested that theitein
shonld he ainended, so as to make it provide
for the construction of u tramway frow Perth
to asewuge farw, without specifying any par-
ticulur loculity. If that were done, the City
Council could construct n hovse tratmway along
Hay-st., West, to Subiaco, and could use it for
the purpose of conveying the nightsoil to the
Subiacu site during the wight, while in the
daytime, the line could be used for the pur-
poses of a tramway to Suhiaco, He considered
that the scheme would surmount the dificulty
which the City Council was confronted with,
while it would alao provide the wuch needed
convenience of & trumway in thut direction,
for theesidents of that auburb. He wus sure
thie tram line would pay, and he recotnmended
the scheme with every confidence.

Tire PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest} asked
leave to withdraw his amnendment.

Amendment, by lenve, withdrawn.

Tae PREMIER (Houn, SirJ. Forrest) then
moved to strike out the word “Subiacoe,” for
the purpose of inserting the word “Perth,” s
snggested hy the Hon. the Commissioner of
Crown Lands.

Me. A. FORRERS'|' said he would oppose the
amendwent, if it were not understood that the
tramway should run in a westerly dirvection.
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l Item amended accordingly, so as to read—
i “Tramwny from Perth to Sewuge IYarm
| £2,300

{  Amendment pot and passed.

Railway frow near Burswood to I'erth Ruce-

course, £5,300:
" k. HOOLEY moved to amend the item Ly
striking out the words '"near Burswooud,” for
the purpose of inserting the words “ Some
print on the Government Railway.” He said
a large portion of the community would
thank the Governinent for the generous man-
per in which they had ucceded to the reguest
of the WA, Tuwrf Club to bave this railway
constructed ; but he thought some difficulty
would posaibly be met in getting the required
innd on the proposed route from u point near
Burswood. He therefore proposed that the
line should run lrom some point on the
Goverment railway, in order to avoid that
possible difficulty.

Me. ILLINGWORTH agreed with the hon.
wember for the Mucrchison thut some difficnlty
would probably arise in acquiring land for the
vurposes of the railway on the route suggested
by the Government,

Awmendient put and passed.

Mg. GEORGE moved that the whole item
be sLruck out.

I'ue CuaipmaN suid the hon, wember ¢ould
not do that ; but he could move that the item
be reduced.

Mg. GEORGE, thereupou, moved that the
itew be reduced by £2,000. He knew the
umendmeut would nol be carried, becuuse
there were su wmany members who were in-
terested in it At the sume fime, he objected
to the proposed vote altugether,

At 6.30 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair.

At 730 p.u. the Chairwnn resumed the
Chair.

Me. GEORGE asked leave to withdraw the
smendment which he had moved before the
wdjournment.

Amendinent, by leave, withdrawn.

Item, as amended, agreed to.

The Estimates being completed, the com-
wmittes resclved that progress be reported.

Tue CHAIRMAN repovted that the com-
mittee had considered the Annual Esti-
matesalso the Additional Estimutes, us well ag
the Further Additional Estimutes, and had
ngread to certain resolutions,

QOrdered, that the counsiderntion of the
report be made an Order of the Day for Tues.
i duy 1at Uctober.
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ABSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BiLL.

Upon the Order of the Day for the third
reading,— .

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said: T
have to move that this order be re-commitbed.
The division that was tuken last evening in this
House shows, [ think, unmistakably, that the

[ASSEMBLY.]

!

House is notin agreement on Lhe question as .

to whether the amount of compensation to be

paid to the maungers of Assisted Schools shall

be £20,000 or £15000. I was under the
impression, a8 representing the Govern-
mwent this House, thut when a
division would fake piace om  this
question, the Government would have a
stibstantial majority. I believed that we would
huve had a majority of six or seven votes, snd
that is what [ should have considered a sub-
stantial majority, im a House of this size,
in favor of the proposi!of the Government.
I did not arrive nt that conclusion without
good grounds. I did not warrive at it by
merely guessing, nor by any other eans than
whut [ considered was absolute knowlege. I
had the best reasons to Dbelieve that the
Government would have had amajority of six
or seven votes in tavor of theiv proposul. But
during the dehutes which took pluce, and after
the debate on Thursday last, sevaral hon.
members, who, I had reason to belicve—reasons
which I necd not partienlarise—would have
supported the Government on this guestion,
changed their opinion and went against the
Government proposal by voting for the
amendment of the hon. member for Perth.
I mav say ut once, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, that if we had Leen of opinion that this
Bill conld hwve heen carried by a majority of
ounly one vote,as was the fact in the division
last evening, I should not have persisted in
going to a division in regard to the matter.
I felt then, and have always felt, nnd feel now,
that no question of principle was involved
in the Bill. Of course, other hon. members are
quite justified in having a difevent opinicn. T
was of opinion there was no principle involved
—there was certainly no Government policy
involved, and there was no gquestion of high
politics—in the consideration us {o whether we
should fix the amount of evmpensation at

+ indeed I think there

Assisted Schools.

have said, during the debate, on more than one
ocension, that it was merely a guestion of
amount ; and I regret very wuch that the House
did not deal with it in that way. There was
ne reason whatever why we should not have
dealt with it merely as a question of wount,
having no other matter for debate, and with-
out going beyond the question asto whether
the amount shouid be £15,000, or £20,000. In
order to state what I have to say to-night, I
must again denl somewhat with the history of
this question. The Government were un-
animously urged by this House to deal with
this gquestion of the Assisted Schools, and to
arrange that they should no longer form past
of the educntionsl system of the colony, Some
hon. n:embers were good enough fo say—
was a general feel-
ing—that the present Government were in a

. good posilion to denl with this troublesome

£20,000, or £15,000. It was werely nquestion |

of what this House would consider was a fuir,
and rensonable, und equitalle sum 1o give lo
the managers of Assisted Schools, in eonsider-

ation of the s.nual grant being alolished. I

matter; that we were a strong Governtnent,
having o eonsiderable wmount of support in
this House and in the country, and I think it
was the hon. member for Nannine who said,
over and over again, during this, and the last
session, hat no other Government would huve
the opportunity ot dealing with this matter in
the nay we could deal with it. There wus a
general fecling that the Government should
deal with it as a public question only, nnd
altogether apart, if possible, from party lines,
We were asked to settle it on terms that would
e generall acceptable to members of this
House aud to people in the country. I huve no
hesitation in suying fur myself und the Govern-
ment, and also for those hon. members in this
House who have been good enough to give us
n general support, that we and they do not
consid(r a majority of one vole,in favor of the
Bill as it stands, ag u sufficient expression of
approval from this Hounse. It is pot what we
expected ; it i3 not what we hoped for; it is
not whut we desire. To uact on this
majority, by proceeding with the Bill as
it stands, would n¢t, in wy opinion, in
the opinion of the Government, and io
the opinion of those members on this
gide of the House who have been good cnough
to support us—would not, in vur opinion, bo*
acting in the spirit of the reguest by which we
nodertook Lo deul with Lhis question.  So long
as we were under the jwpression—an honest
opivion Lased npon good grounds uud vot upen
henrsay—that we could curry this measure by
n mujority of 6or 7 votes, we were justi-
fied in going on with the propesal of the Go-
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vernment. Therefore we have gone forwara,
and we have gained a victory—not such a
victory as I should like to have gained—and T
have no doubt that, if we persisted now, we
wonld be able Lo place the Bill on the Statute
Book of the co'ony. But that is not what the
Government; desire,
with this matter in a manner that wounld meet
with the general approval of this House—I do
not mean to say the approval of every member,
as that would be an impossible expectation—
but we certainly intended to deal with this
matter in 2 way that would be generally
acceptable to a considerable majocity of the
members of this House. There is another
reason why I think it is desirable that, if
possible, o considerable amount of unani-
mity should be the result of our
deliberations. We have all felt—all of us
who have taken part, during recent years,
in political life in this colony—-that this ques-
tion of Asasisted Schools was dividing the com-
munity, especially at election times ; and we
have all felt how desirable it was to remove
this frow the political arena, because nothing
is 30 distasteful 2s that public guestions of
grenf interast should be made to turn on a
controversy of a religious or quasi-religious
character- The Government having gone u
good way towards the settlement of this
troublesome question, we de not now wish to
go back and have the trouble all overagain;
for we may depend upon it that as time
goes on and population increases in the colony
and when party Jines 1 ccome more clealy de-
fined, the ditficulties we have encountered in
trying to settle this question will increase,
rather than dececrease, and that if no settle-
ment of the question be arrived at now
the task will not be made easier for the
future. Having gone so far towards o
sottlement, the Government and I are very
loth to turn back to the position in which we
found the question at the beginning of this
session. Feeling as I do on this watter, I
think thiz is an occasion in which the
Government, and those who are good
enough to support them, should not insist on
the larger amount that was passed by a ma-
jority of one last evening, but that we should

hon. member for Perth (Mr. Randell), namely,
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We have wighed to deal
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of the House, and whom T thank most heurtily
and sincerely for the support they have given
ns—we have tried most faithfally to perform
the task entrusted to us. 1 do not say we are
all of the same opinion, but I -do take this
credit to myself, and those who have
been helping me, that we have tried to meet
the wishes of hon. mewbers as far as we
possibly could. I shall regret if anything
gaid duving the debate, or unythiog I may say
to-night, canses offence to nny ocne, because I
huve not intended to say, and I do not intend
to suy now, anything that is wnreasonable or

- likely to excite any ill-feeling. 1 say Il ain not

responsible for the turs that the debate took
in this House, and I regret extremely the
turn thatit did take, stilli I am uotresponsible
for it, and I had no idea snch wouid occur
and I extremely regretit. My ideais thai
this debate should have turhed on the ques.
tion of wmount, because that isall that is in
the Bill—the question whether £20,000, ot
£15,000, or £10,000, or whatever amount hon,
meémbers thought would be justifiable, should
be granted. I regret, and [ think it wns
unnecessary that, in discussing this mabter,
the quasi-religious consroversy should have
been brought into it. The Government have
folt all along that, in dealing with this ques-
tion, we should try to do what we consider is
right and just and fair to the menagers of these
institutions, which, as I said whenmoving the
sccond reading of the Bill, were institutions
sanctioned by law. Indoing so, we may differ
n8 to the amount of compensation that should
be paid, and we veapect the opinions of others,
L am sure. WNoone can respect more than T
Ao the opinions of hon. mewmbers who have
spoken on this matter, and I may refer
especinlly to the opinions expressed by
the hon. member for  Perth (Mr.
Randell) and the hon. twewber for the
Swan (Mr. Loton). Anything which those
hon. members said during this debate, no
senaible person would take exception to. They
disapproved of the proposal of the Govern-
ment, but they advocated their different views
in a manner which was qaoite unohjectionnble.
Then 1 should adso like to say that, in support-

, ing this amount in the Bill, as the Govern-
accept the nmount that was proposed by the

the amonnt of £15,000. The Government
undertook to bring this matter to nn end,and 1

say, Siv, wa have tried, all of us—myself and
my colleagues, nnd the members on this side

ment and their supporters have done, we were
supportiug in this House the interests and the
views of a winority of the people in this
colony. We have been told, especinlly by the
hou. member tor Beverley and others, that

. three-fourths of the people werenot interested
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in this grant, and that we were trying to favor
and to make the best terws we could for only
nne-fourth of the people. But as to that ohjec-
tion, I have nlways understood that if a per-
son saw three men atfacking ene man,
and he intervened, it wns not only his duty to
take the side of the weaker party, but he was
zenerally commended for doing so, instend of
siding with the etronger party agninst the
weak onr. The Government, in this case, have
been trying to assist the weaker party,
because the majority were strong enough to
take care of themselves, The majority of the

people are not repregented by the managers of *

the Assisted Schouls. [f the Government had
been looking after their political interests,
they wight have taken the oppesite course for
the purpose of trying to get favor with the
majority of three-fourths of the people in the
country; but the fuct that the Government
have Leen supporting the interests of a min-
ority should, at any rate, go for something, as
evidence that we are actunted by covsider-
ations other than those of trying to promote
our political interestsin the country,and should
rather ghow that we have been trying t6 de
what we think is right and just. I amw sure
the feeling among hon. members mnst have
Leen that we were trying to promotc peace in
this colony, especiully on controversal occa-
sions such us elections to Parlinment ; und, as
I aaid, when introducing this matter to the
ttouse, we were Wrying not only to meet the
views of members in this House, and the
viens of the people in the colony, but trying
to satisfy the expectations of those pursons
who nve mainly interested in the grant to
Assisted Schools; because, when we consider
the educational work that has been done in
these schools, we should endeavor to fairly
satisfy the expectations of the manngers of
these schools, and shonld err, if we err at all,
on the side of liberality rather than leave
them dissatiefied. 'Phat is what we like to do
in ordinary life. We do not hke persons,
with whom we have been associated for a long
time, to go away saying we have treated them
wmeanly at parting, or have not done them
justice, ov have been illiberal. We rather like
that the parting shull be that of good friends,
especinlly afler we huve been sojourning a
long while together on the same road, as we
have done during 24 years in reference to the
managers of the Assisted Schools. [The noige
of heavy rain on the roof caused a yuspension
of the speech for some minutes.] T hope that

.

[ASSEMBLY.]

T

=

Assisled Schools.

this rain we have heard falling will be a good
omen for the future, and that pence and
plenty will follow as n heneficial result
to the country. T was saying that now
the time has come, by the desire of
Parlinment  voicing the wish of the
people, for us to part from those with whom
we have journeyed so long on the snine road,
we should endeavor to part good friends. And,
in separating, the desire of myself, the desire
of the Covernment, and I tkink also of every
one who is actuated by a wish todo what is
just and right, is that we should do soin &
manner whieh will not be unfair or illiberal to
themn, and will err, if at nll, on the side of
liberwlity, During this debate I regret that
waay things have been eaid, perhaps by ull of
na more or less, which we would rather had
not been said. There bas been no reason for
the unfortunate turn that the debute took last
week [ um pleased indeed that I can con-
gratulate wny friends the hon. member for Fre-
mantle, the hon. member for East Kimberley
sud the hon. member for Yilgarn, upon the
restraint they have placed om themselves
during the debate on this question, We may
be sure they have bad to listen to a good deal
that was very painful to them, and I regret
very much that this has been so. Looking at
the amount which the Government now pro-
pose to insert in the Bill, the sum of £15,000,
with & desire to get as much unaninuty as
possible in dealing with this matter, I cannot
help saying that, in my opinion, that sum
seems a smull one, if we take into account the
services that hive been rendered during the
last 24 years, Weshould remember that the
colony was not always so affluent in its
finances as at present, and that, for many
previous years, our resources have heen what
may be culled straitened; and the fact that
one-third of the children of the colony were
educated in the Assisted Schools must have
aided the finances of the colony 1o some extent
in past years. Hon. members may judge for
themselves how much that has been the case,
though we can all recognise that this assist.
ance to the colony musat have been consider-
able. If we also consider the labor, the toil,
the self-deniul, and the devoticn to the canse
of edueation in this colony, hy those who have
devoted their lives to good works, T think
really we should feel & gcod Jdeal of sympathy
with them ; heeause, while most of us are
striving to make our way in the world, to
malke our fortune, to heap up worldly goods,
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thesc nnselfish men and women have devoted
their lives in this country to the education of

the young, and have been doing it without fee .

arreward, Iand others may differ from some
caenot help admiring their devotion to the
caugo they believe in,  When wa refleet, as [
am gure we must do at times, on what we are
here doing te try and build up o nation of
good men and good women, by tenching the
young the way they should go, perhaps some
of uz will feel ashamed of the way we have
spoken of these people, and how we have
treated their motives in carrying on this work.
I gay to-pight I amn perfectly satiafied—what-
ever any one may say in this House or in the
country—that the position [ have taken on
this question to-night is a right one to take,
both for the members of the Governmeat, and
those hon. wmembera who have supported
us. We have Leen trying ko do what we con-
sider is justice to those who deserve it, and
who, in my opinion, huve rendered good service
to the State durinyg a long course of years, I
can only hope that the decision we have ar-
rived at—myself, the members of the Govern-
ment, and our supporters—will result iu peace
and goodwiil. [ feel sure that this will he
the result of the action we wre now tuking.
At the same time, [ am glad indeed to be able
to take the course I have taken to-night,in pro-
posing to meet the views of a large majority
in this House; becouse I should feel that the
work we have been engaged upon, ard which
we took up at the request of this House, would
not hav.: been properly dons—that it would
have been only hulf done—-unless that work
was consummated by the general approval of
members of this House. I beg to move that
this Bill be re-committed, [or the purpose of
inserting the amount of £15,000 in lieu of
£20,000, in Clanse 3 of the Bill, together with
a consequentinl amendment in Clause 4.

Mg. RANDELL : As mover of the amend-
ment to which reference has been made, it
would hardly be proper for me to allow the
House to go into committec ugain on the Bill
without my saying a few words, aud [ will make
them as few as possible and as expressive as [
can in the circumstances. I desire fo recognise
to the full extent the utterances of the Premier
to-night. 'We appreciate fully the difienlty of
the position in which he has been placed, and I
degire to recognise in the fullest manner what
I may almost call the magnanimous wayin
which the head of the Government has con-
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sented to insert now in the Bill the amount
I previoualy proposed as an amendment. I have
said before that the Premier has upproached

, thin subject as a friend, and haa done his hast,
of these people in the tenels they hold, but we !

I nowdesire to acknowledge most sincercly
the way in which he is realising the feeling of
this House and the country, and his not feel-
ing disposed to go on with the Bill at the
awount  which has been placed in it by the
vote of 2 majority. I do not wish to enter at
all into the guestion, but desire to say that I
think the motives of the Premier, and his
colleagucs in the Ministry have been sincove
in thie respect ; and, ufter carrying their pro-
posal by a wmajorty, [ think their present
concession has come with a very good grace,
in yielding o what is apparent 10 s on this
side of tho House is the feeling of the majority
in the country, in favor of the sum of £15,000.
I desire to express the feeling T have as to the
difficulty of the position, and my sense of the
honotable and right way in which it has been
met by the Premicr and his colleagues in the
Ministry.
Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tue CHATRMAN suid Clouwses 3 and 4 of
the Bill had been re-committed, with a view
to amendments being made in them.

Clanse 3 :

Tre PREMLER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved,
us an amendwent, that the word “twenty,” in
line 4, he struck out, and the word "fifteen”
be inserted in lieu thercof.

Amendment put and passed, without com-
ment.

Clanse 4

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved,
as a consequential ameadment, thut the word
“twenty,” n line 2, and also in line 5, be
atruck ont, and the word "fifteen” be inserted
n lien thereof,

Amendment put and passed, without com-
ment.

Resolutions reported.

Report adopted.

Ordered, that the third reading of the Bill
be made an Order of the Day for the next
siiting of the House.

MINES REGULATION BILL
SECOND READING.
Tre ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): In moving the sccond reading of this
Bill, which has come down to us from the
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Legislative Council, hon, mewmbers will be
aware that, for some two years past, the neces-
sity of providing for the regulation of mines
in this colony has becowe incrensingly evident
Now that the goldfie!ds are being developed
a3 they are, und machinery is buing used it
the shafts, we have been hearing for months
that, the mining operutions, for which we
provide in thie Bill, are becoming more exten-
sive day by day. 'l'he Bill is designed chiefly
for the protection of life and limb of the
working miuners, who are employed in the
shafts and workings of the vartous mining
companies. There is nothiug very novel in
the Bill, because all Bills of this description
are very moch on the same lines; but I think
this Bill will be found fo be as liberal in ite
provisious as any Bill of this nature passed
elsewhere. 'The Bill provides for the appoint-
ment of inspectors, whose duty will he to con-
stantly move about the neighborhoed of
mines that are in operution, and sce
that certain  rules, which are laid down
in the Bill, are duly observed by the managers
for the several compnnies. The Bill is in two
parts, and the first part relates to wines
generully, including gold mines, coal mines,
and other mincs. 'The second part relates to
coal mines on'y, snd us we are about opening
up our Collie coalfield, the Government think
il not premnture to include in this Bill the
rules for the safe working of coul mines. "The
last clause of the Bill, it will be scen, restricts
the application of the Bill to mines in which
wore than five persons are ordinarily employed
below ground; but the clause also provides
that the Governor may, by proclatnation
from time to time, externd the operation of the
Bill to nny specified mine or mines in which
lesa than five persons are employed. The
Bill, by Clause 1, is made to apply only tosuch
goldficlds snd mineral districts, or portions
thercof, as the Governor may from time to
time direct; therefore, the Bill will not apply

geperally to all the goldfields and mineral

arveas in the colony, but wiil have to be applied
piecemenl to each of those fields as the neces-
sity arises. Goldfields in this colony are com-
paratively of recent discovery, and as
the wining operntions in them have not
yet proceeded very far, they will not want
this Bill generally, but only in particular
cases. Therefore, the Government ypro-
pose to take power ouly to apply the
Bill to such goldfields or minersl districts,
or portions thereof, as the Governor-in-Council
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may determine. There will have to be a mine
manager in each case, whose duty will be to
coutrol and daily sapervise the working of the
mine, und to carry out the provisions of the
Bili, as well us tho local rules that are to be
made, under Clause 21, for ensuring the safe
working of the mine. The manager will be
held responsible for accidents of all sorts thab
oceur in the particular mine, and he must
reporv them when they oceur. He will also
have the general superintendence of the mine,
nnd will not be aflowed to be manager of more
than two mines at one and the same time, as
provided in Clause 12. A list of 35 general
rules, applying to wines cf all sorts, is sct out
in Ciuuse 21; and it will he scen that these
rules ave of u very liberal character, in pro-
viding for the safe working of the mine, and
the protection of lile and limb. If it is foand,
in working the Act, that these rules would
apply hurshly to any particulnr mine, the
Governor-in-Council is empowered, in the
following section, to vary ur suspend their
operativn in any particular case. A portion
of the Bill (Clauses 31 to 34) relates to
engine-drivers. 'The Uovernor-mm-Council is
empowered to appoint a Board of two or more
persous, to examine candidates who desire to
qua.ify as engine-drivers; and o certificate is
to be given to every persen who has been em-
ployed as nn engine -drviver on a mine for
tweive months past, entitling him as qualified
to continue the work, in the same way asu
person who has puassed the Board’s exumina-

tion and proved his competency. 1 think that
ia fair to those whoe have been working
engines on the fields for some time past, and
have sequired such knowledge of the work as
enables them to do it, although, perhaps, such
men could nobpass anexamination satisfactorily
The second part of the Bill refers to collieries.

The manager of a colliery is required to frame
special rules and regulations for the working
of the particular colliery, nnd Clauses 41 and
42 describe the procedure in mahing these
specinl rules. Collicries will thus be worked
under the direction cf the generul rules con-
tained in the first part of the Bill, und under
the special rules to be made ’for each colliery
butween the manager, the miners employed,
snd the Minister. Clause 48 provides for the
appointment and removal of a check weighman
on the part of the workmen at each colliery ;
his duty being to weigh the coal that is
brought up at the mouth of the pit, asa check

| on bebalf of the miuers who are paid by weight



Mines Regulation Bill.

[26 SepTEMBER, 1895.]

Mines Regulation 8ill. 1151

for the coal they hew. I do nof think there is | developed condition of mibing in this colony

anything more that I need specially refer to.
I have confidence in believing that this Bill
will meet with the general concurrence of
this Hounse, and will be recognised ns a very
liberal measure. I mow beg to move the
second reading.

M. MORAN: Coming hefore us at the
same tine as the public worka policy of the
Government for opening up the goldfields,
and the lamended Mining Act, I think this
Bill will at lenst serve to show thut this
House is desirous not only of leoking after the
interests of eapitalists in encouraging invest-
ments for opening up our goldfields, but also
showing that the Goveroment and members
of this House are desirous that this great and
growing industry shall be carried forward on
a proper and fixed basis, the sawme n3 gold-
wining is carried on in other parts of the
world. The Bill is intended, primsrily, for
the benefit of working miners, and, on behalf
of thut class I have bo tender my sincere
acknowledgments to the Govermment for
having brought in this Bill. Itcannot he said
that either the Goverument or this House are
behind-hand in lending their protection to
those who have to work in these dungerous
occupations, by legislating to make them as
safe as is prackiculle.  We shafl have to
be carciul, in committee, as to spplying
the provisions of this Bill in cases
where asuch restrictions may be &
little premature, in  an industry not fully
developed. The Bill appears very cowplete
in ita many clauses, and some of them may e
found superabundant at the present stage of
development in mining. However, they will
not militate against the working of the Bill,
though we wust be careful, in committee, that
we do not spoil the principle of the Bill by
throwing the onus of proof, in case of
personad  injucy in  an  aceident, upon
that person who may be least able to
afford it — I mean fthe working iviner,
who may not be in a position to prove all that
may be required for establishing his claim to
compensation. We .ust give him the benefit
of the doubt, and, as far as pessible, we must
throw upon the mine manager or owner the
onus of proving that all necessury precauntions
had been taken. If this Bill, which is & copy
of provisions in operation in other parts of
Australin, has been found to be workabie in
other colonies, the provisions may still be too
pumerous and minute to suit the less

|
L
|

We may,
concise  and more
nothing parviicular te state in refer-
ence to the Bill, on the sccond reading ;
but, ag [ amin favor of such a Bill, and have
advocated it many a time in conjunction with
the appointment of mining inspectors, I am
glad that these two great alterations the
present Government have brought about—no
doubt at the suggestion of members of this
House who arve supposed to wateh over the
interests of the mining community. I shall
endeavor, in committes, to amend the Billin
the directivn of making it better adupted to
the circiunstances of mining in this colony, and
though some of these provisions borrowed
from other eolouies wre rather premature here,
there ig nothing like starting enrly, Accidents
havealready ocourved ntthe oldest eastern gold-
field, Southern Cross, where the men injured
could get no redress under the present law;
and as that injustice led e to attuck this
subject most strenuously, I have the more
pleasure now in welcoming this Bill, and
giving every assistance I can to make it the
law of the land.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : Mz, Speaker, [ am
very pleased thut the Government has now
acted on the suggestions wade in this House,
from time to time, by those members whoss
duty it is to more particularly watch over the
interests of mining constituencies; and that
they have taken such un early opportunity to
introduce so important a Bill.  The 1l itseif,
I take it, mects most of our mining require-
meuts, ov iz likely to weet most of those
requirements for a good while to come, There
is an idea with certain people thut this Bill
goes too far, but they form the class who only
speculate with mining, and do not form any
portion of those engaged in actual work on
the flelds. The Bill is certainly not re-
quired for the people who dabhic in serip,
but for the miney, whe has to face the dangers
of the work for a common wage. It is 2 most
important thing thut, in the eurly history of
the industry in this colony, we shou'd estab-
lish the principle of safc working in mines.
To change an accepted system is difficult, and
o change, after another syateu has been in vse
a considerable time, is also very expensive.
But wheo the new system is used right ut the
commencement—when we start de novo in fact
—the trouble or expense caunot be 0 great.
Take, for instance, some of the absolute neces-

make it 1nore
effective. I have

in committee,
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sities for the safe carrying on of gold-mining.
It is necessary that at every deep mine there
should he a elear ladder-way to the nir shaft,
algo that the main shaft itself should be
properly divided, in order that the work in
it might be safely carried on. There must be
some law to deterine this, or it would never
receive proper attention. You might have a
shuft put down 6ft. x 3ft., or 7ft. x 3ft.,
whereas, for its proper working, the dimen-
sionse should not be lesa than 11ft. x 4ft.; and,
gometimes, deep mining shafts should be
larger even than this. Tohave toenlarge or cut
down n shaft after it has been worked is always
u great expense, and that iswhy it is necessary
that proper dimensions should be insisted
upon from the start. There are lots of little
things by which men’alives are endangered,
if neglected. They cost very litlle, nnd some
mine owners show a tendency to omit thein
from their workings. I hope this Biil will pass.
I think it will prove very useful, although,
when the Bill is in committee, some minor
nmendunents might be made. For instance,
Clanse 16 of the original Bill has been re-
maoved by the Legislutive ©Council, and I
propose to ask the Government to have that
porticular Clause re-inserted. It reads to
the effect that, after an accident, the portion
of the mine where the accident oceurred shall
oot be disturbed, until the inspection has
been made by the Mining Inspector. This
is a very mecessary provision, for, without it,
uninterested persons may so alter the char-
acter and appearnnce of the mine, where nn
accident has oceurred, that the Mining Inspec-
tor will be altogether deceived. It will be
imposaible for convictions to be obtained for
negligence, and, also, impossible for the work-
ing miner, who hns been injured in conse-
quence of the improper working of the wmine,
to get damages, without the Clauee which
hasbeea taken out of the Bill. Clause 18,
which provides that the occurvence of any
accident in or on a mine shall be prime facie
evidence of neglect on the part of the owner
and manager, is of very little value indeed.
1t is true it throwa the onus of proof on the
owner, but if he i allowed to alter the appear-
ance of the scene of the accident, that iz of
very little moment. Taking the Bill as a
whole, I am grateful to the Ministry [for
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taking such an early opportunity of bringing .

down the measure. It will have the effect
of placing the working of mines on & proper
basis. OF conrse, the state of mining in this

Stock Diseases Hill.

colony i3 mot yet such that every penny

of expenditure iz  watched vwery care-
fully by a Board of Directors with
the object of doing without necessary

improvements in a ine as long as possible.
But thiws has been carried to such an extreme in
other colonies that the lives of men nre con-
stnntly endangered. T am glad this will not
be so here, for this Bill gives ample protection
to the working miner.  The capitalist is well
able to protect himself, and is only compelled
to work his mine properly if he happens to be
inclined to do otherwise. The Bill is nne to
the passing of which 1 will give cvery assist-
ance possible, I think there are only some
slight matters that will need alteration in
committee.

Motion put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

" BTOCK DIBEASES BILL.
SECOND READING.

Ta» ATTORNEY - GENERAL Hon. S
Burt): Thig Bill, the second reading of which
I beg to move, is nothing more than a consoli-
dation of the various Acts at present in exis-
tence, with regard to the diseases in stock.
Very grent disadvantage is felt at the fact
that chere nre five different Acts, and con-
siderable confusion has been created. The
congnlidntion of these Acts is necessary for the
benefitof those who have to carry out itsprovis.
ione. The only new provision is that whereby
the Governor-in-Couneil is empowered to make
regulations, which willhavethe effectofgiving
the Aet a wider scope than it has at
present, nnd enable diseases not enumerated in
the Aect, to be dealt with without delay. This is
one of the real objects of the Bill. Just
recently there has been an outbreak of what ia
known as “tick,” at Sharks Bay, and that
disease is mot dealt with under the Seab Act.
It applies to all cases of diseases imported into
the colony, but not to stock in the colony.
Very great difficulty has been found owing to
the absence of any general power to deal with

epecial circumetances. The definition of
“otock” has nlso been extended, and
now includes even dogs and ponliry.

This is necessary, because, as the colony has
progressed, there has been a desire to secure
well-bred poultry. The birdsimported wanted
a grent deal of watching, as it wus already
known most serious disenses had broken out
among poultry here. These disenses came
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with the imported poultry, and, hitherto, no | should be granted for six months. It seemed

Act has applied to this brunch of stock. We
ure only finding out what is missing, bit by

bit. Tt is also proposed to alter the quaran- |

tine regulutions. At present, if the law were
strictly carried out, every sheep and bullock
brought to the colony should be sent to
quarsntine for fourteen days; and thereisa
penalty of £100 per day against anyone who
lands stock without doing this. That we pro-
pose to ulter, so that stock from a country

free of discase, will be brought here without

any such disability. T may say that this Bill
is one the Chief Inspector of Stock is very
desirous of having paased this session, na he
wants legislative power to deal with such
disenses as “tick,” and other diseascs which
might make their appearance from time to
time,

Mr. LEFROY : I think the Government are
to be commended for having introduced this
Bill in its present shape, and I think it will be
much apprecinted by people intercsted in
stock, It will let them seo exactly the position
they are placed in.  Bat what I should like to
see would be an annual report from the Chief
Inaspector of Stock. We were told of the
appearance of fluke, and the Attorney-Geuneral
bag mentioned to-night other disenses among
slock and poultry. Last session a Select
Committee was appointed to consider means
for the eradication of ssab, hut T have not
heard whether the wmeasures adopted have
been successful. I think an annual report on
these matters would be distinctly valuahle.

Motivn put and passed,

Bill read u second time.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

The consideration of thiz Bill in committee
wae resumed at Clause 25— Leases may be
granted ":

Tve ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8,

Burt) moved the addition of the words "or !

Joint Stock Company,” after the word
“ person,” so that the clause would read
“The Minister, with the approval of the

n useful provision, and he wounld like to know
the reason for its being taken out.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) replied that such & provision had
been suggested, but the Government had
given the matter careful consideration, and
made enquiries of people largely interested,
and were forced to the conclusion that such a
provision would act very detrimentally to the
industry.

Me. MORAN thought the provision con-
tained in a subsequent clause, whereby an
ulluvial miner could only go te within fifty
feet of a reef running through a lease, was
not sufficiently liberal. In muony lenses there
wonld be paralicl reefs running through them,
and the alluvial miner wonld be excluded
altogether. He did notapprove ofthe BUgges-
tion to keep lessees waiting six months for
their leases, for that might prevent s good
deal of prospecting now going on, and, at the
same time, interfere with the development of
the fields. In the course of a previous dis.
cussion, the hon. member for Nannine had
said he would like to seo this distance reduced
to 33ft; but he (Mr, Moran) would favor it
being reduced to 10ft. He regarded all de-
tached gold vn a reef as the property of the
alluvial miner, and, if he had his way, he
would let them work right down to the cap of
the reef, Alluvinl mining was dying out, and,
therefore, he did not make the claim because
of any hope of support, but because it wag
simple justice to the alluvial miner,

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 26—* Exemptions from lease ”;

Mr. LEAKE drew attention to the fact that
there was no mention of reward areas in the
Bill. 'These were under the Regulations, but
it would be better to bave them in the Act
itself.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. §
Burt} said the Regulations under this Aot
would be very different from the Regulations
now in force. It was, of course, better that

. matters of subs tance shonld he in the Act

Governor, may grant to any personm, or .

Joint Stock Company, subject 1o thia Act and
the Regulations, a lease of any Crown lands
not exempted, etc.”

Amendment put and passed.

Me. LEAKE said there had bheen a provision
made in the draft of thie Bill, whereby no lease

and he would consider the point referred to.
Me. MARMION desired to refer shortly to
the remarks of the hon. member for Yilgarn,
He thought the alluvial miner wag amply pro-
tected, beeause, where the ground was held

- under & miner's richt and other occupation,

. his interests were preserved.

Personally, if
he had his own way, he would allow everyone
who discovered gold in a new locality to clain



1154 Goldfields Bill.
everything within lis pegs, whether alluvial
or quartz. To be allowed to work up to within
50 feet of the reef was as much ns the aliuvial
wen could expect. The goldfields of Western
Australia were, to nll intents and purposes,
reefing fields; and the committee should do
nothing to interfere with the introduction of
capital into the country, in ovder that these
reefs might be developed te the fullest pos-
sible extent. Any step in the direction ol
rendering leasing more difficult, would aflect
the working miner most injuriously, for the
renson that he was usunlly the first lessee,
and only sold because he had not the capital
to develop the property. He left it to others
to come and prove the richness of the pro-
perty or otherwise,

Clause agreed to.

Clause 27—"3pecial Gold-mining Leases™:

Mg. MORAN said this was a new clause,
evidently introduced for a specific reason. Tt
yplaced unlimited power in the hands of fhe
Minister, by permitting him, under certain
restrictions, to grant epecinl leases for large
areas. If there wera to he any specinl lenses
they should be dealt with by Parliament, and
not by a Minisler. 'The clanse, in his opinion,
should be struclk out.

Me. LEAKE thought the power given was
a, wide one ; at any rate, the area should be
limited. He moved that the words “ not ex-
ceeding forty-eight acres ™ be added to the
clause, after the word area, in line 8.

Mi. ILLINGWOR'I'H said the clause wonld
be valuable in certain ¢nses. In his own dis-
trict, there was a locality where gold wans
obtainable, but the expense of obtaining
it would be so great that an aren of 24 acrex
would not pe sufficient Lo meet the expendi-
ture. He wasreferring to Lake Aunstin. 'The
clause, however, was oné which was received
with great disfavor on the goldfields, and a
public weeting, held at Cue, had protested
againat it. At the samc time, he thought it
was 4 pity that something could not be donc
to meet capitalists, who were prepared to worl.
localities such as lake Austin, and which
could not be profitally worked withount
capital and large area. The circumstances
were very different to weork, say in Bendige
(Victoria), where the saddle formation went
all the way down, and the deepest mine on
the field had struck the reef fifteen or sixteen
times, although the claim was only comprised
in an areaof 18acres. While be did think some-
thing should be done to meet the gircum-
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stances of such a place as Lake Austin, he did
not believe in the power being in the hands
of the Minister; because the time might come
when the almighty dollar would be wore
effective than the interests of the country.
‘What could be done, possibly, would be to
limit the area to 48 acres, and permit in
special cases only, the concentration of the
labor at one point. The mining districts
would watch with very great jealousy any
special condition, and the power given shonld
be most carefully guarded, so that advantage
could only be taken of it under what were
actually special cireumstances.

Mr, SIMESON thought the House would be
acting wisely to strike this clause out. If a
large area was wanted there were awple
means lfor obtaining it already. He was
himself a shareholder in a company which
held 500 acres. The clanse had too much of
the mysterious about it ; and, besides that, it
was absolutely unnecessary. It might prove
a dangerous innovation, und people interested
in wining would pot know exactly where they
stood, if special conditions wera possible at the
will of a Mivister,

Mz. LEAKE’S amendment having, by leave,
been withdrawn, the question was put that
the clauge stand part of the Bill, and negu-
tived,

Clause accordingly struck out.

Clause 28— Bent to be reserved ™ :

Mg. LEAKE moved that, in the second line,
the words “ not being a special lease in the
last preceding section™ should be siruck out,
these worde being unneceseary owing to Clause
27 having been omitted.

Question put and pussed.

Mg. LEAKE moved the atriking out of the
fourth and fifth lines of the Cluuse, which
read “and the first puyment shall be
wade ut the time of lodging the application
for the lense, und all subsequent payments
shall be payable.”” An application might be
refused, in which case it would nut be fair to
take fromn the applicant a year’s rvent in ad-
vance. Ag the Clause was amended, the rent
would be payable at the times and places and
in the manner preseribed by the regulations.

Question put and passed, and Clause, us
amended, agreed to.

Clause 29— Duoration and ares of lease ”:

Mg, ILLINGWORTH, owiug to the omis-
sion of Clause 27, moved that the words in the
first line of this clause “ other than a specizl
lease,” should be struck oul.
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Question put and passed.

Mg. ILLINGWOR'I'H moved, io line 10,
after the word * thereto,” to add the fullow-
ing woerds : “ Should any lease be refused to a
bona fide applicant such lease shall not be
graated to a subsequent applicant withont the
consent of the applicant forinerly refused.” Tt
might happen that an application might be
refused in rvespeet of ground which tormed
purt of a reserve, and if the reservation should
be revoked, it would be only right to give the
first applicant an opportunity of obtaining
posaession of the area.

Mr. MORAX pointed out that if the firat
applicant died before the ground became
availnble, the amendment would make the
clanse impracticable.

Mu. MARMION was of opinion that the
present luw would give an applicant redress
in the Courts, if the Warden did not treat him
justly.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he wished to
withdvaw his amendment.

Awmendment, by lenve, withdrawn.
Clause, a3 amended, putand passed.
Clanse 30— Enbry upon lease for alluvial”*:

Mz, TLLINGWORTH did pot see why the
alluvial miner should only be permitted to
look for gold on the surface of a leasehold, for
twelve months following the date of the appli-
cation for alease. [n Victoria, at Dunolly,
the “ Weleome” nngget had been found on
ground that had been considered to be worked
out many years prior to the discovery. Every
Eucility should he given to the alluvial miner
to pet gold, which added to the wealth of the
colony. He therefore moved the siriking out
of the following words at the beginning of the
Clause—"For a period of twelve calendar
wmonths following the date of amy application
for lease, and soch further period as the War-
den may aliow, and, notwithstanding the lease
has in the meantime been grauted” The
alluvial miner did not interfere with the
working of a nine in any way, and he should
he allowed to continne his search on the sar-
fuce af any time,

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 3.
Burt) said there might be some objection on
the part of lcascholders to miners loafing
about their claims, under pretext of looking
for alluvial gold. The Warden shounid be
allowed some discretion to denl with such
cases, if he waa satisfied that the men were
not bona fide looking Ffor gold. The (roveru-
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ment, however, had no particular desire to
oppose the amendment,.

Me. MARMIO ! desired to protect the
interests of the leaseholders, who might be
incommmoded on the development of their reef
upon which they had generally spent a great
deal of money, by parties of miners camping
on their ground, ostensibly searching for
alluvinl gold. At the same time, he would
give way in regurd to the amendment of the
hon. member for Nannine, if the hon. member
would withdraw the amendment which ap-
peared on the notice paper in his name, in
connection with the latter part of the clause
—to permit alluvial minera to approach
within 33ft, of a rcef (instead of within 50ft.,
as the clause at present stood). The alluvial
miner was sufficiently protected by being
allowed to work within 50ft. of & reef.

Amendment (moved by Mr. Illingworth),
put and passed. '

Mg, LEAEKE moved the insertion in line 4
of the words *subject to the Regulations.”
He did so in order to give a miner a condi-
tional right to work upon the surface of &
leasehold.

Amendment put and passed.

Tug ATTOENEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that the words * such applica-
tion or lease,” in line 5, be struck out, and
that the following words should be inserted
in lien of them :—'* Any application for lense
already or hereafter to be made, or the sub.
ject of any lense granted, after the passing
of this Act.” 'I'he amendment wae intended
to prevent any misconception arising out of
o second application being made for a lease.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, ILLINGWORTH moved that the
words in line 6, “to within 50ft. of any reef
gitnate thereon,” should be struck out. Im
ninety-nioc cases out of a hundred no injustice
or inconvenience was caused to the lease
holders by allowing the alluvial miner to have
unrestricted access to all parts of & leasehold ;
and, as the object of all gold-mining legisla-
tion waa to encournge the finding of gold, the
effect of Lhe clause as it astood would be
peraicicus.

Mz, MOBAN sopporied the amendment, as
he had always held that the alluvial miner
had a right to all the geld he could find any-
where on the surface,

My. SIMPSON said the clause as it stood
wourld be a dead letter, if it was passed, of
nothing short of a regiment of soldiers wounld
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keep some hundreds of miners, who assembled
at a rush, from working all parts of the
ground for alluvial gold. In comunection with
all the mines he had heen interested in, he
had told the miuers to take their alluvial fromn
anywhere they liked to look for it, and to get
away and leave the leaseholders free to develop
the reef as soon as they could.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) said
miners were, ng u whole, law-abiding people,
and it might be necessary to protect the buikd-
ings of a leaseholder, nnd enuble him to be
free from intrusion on the part of fossickers.

Mz, MARMION said that to adopt the
amendment would mean nothing more or less
than to allow the alluvial diggers to enter
upon a lense, and to stuy there during the
twenty-four or twenty-five years during which
the lease might last.

Me. Sivreon : What hnrm will it do?

Me. MARMION : What good would it do
except to the alluvial digger? He was of
opinion that if some limit were not pluced
upon the rights of the ulluvial digger at all,
very great harm would ensue to the lease-
holder.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH sgaid that, aa an in-
stance in support of his contention, he would
refer to the city of Bendige, in Victoria, which
was built wholly upon mining leases. If that
could be dore in Victorin, surely there could
be no objection to allowing the miners to ook
for what gold they could find on the leases in
this colony.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENLKRAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said he could assure hon. members that
the clause, as it stood, would be suflicient to
prevent the alluvial men from hampering the
operations of the leaseholder; and he sug-
gested that the amcendment should be with-
drawn.

Me. ILLINGWOR1TH asked leave to with-
draw his amendment.

Awendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Tre ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved that suh-section 2 of the Clausc
be struck out, (2) “'ibe Warden may from
time to time, in manner preseribed by the
regulations, extend the said period of twelve
calendar months, nntil the alluvinl ground,
to 50t from the reef, has, in his opinion,
been worked out.”

Amendment, put and passed.

(lause, as amended, pul and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Mz, MORAN suggested that progress
should be reported.

Tar ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) said he only proposed to go as far as
Clause 35,

Clause 31—App1ica.tions for lease mnot fo
affect land of applicant, held under miner’s
right.”

Put and passed.

Clouse 32—“[f any person shall object to
the issue of alense to the applicant, there-
fore he shull within the prescribed time lodge
with the mining registrar and serve such
applicant with a written notice of every ob-
jection intended to be taken by him against
the iesue of such lease auch notice shall be
sufficiently served if transmitted by post to
the address of the said applicant or posted on
the land applied to lease. If an objection ghall
have been lodged within the preseribed time
the Warden shall appoint a place and time for
hearing in open court every person who shall
have lodged such notice of objection, as well
as the applicant for the issue of the said
lease and for the purpoese of holding the said
inguiry the Warden shall here receive and
examine evidence touching the matter of the
said application and the objections thereto.
After the termination of the said inguiry the
Warden shall transmit to the Minister for
the consideration and decision of the Governor
the app ication and objections, together with
the surveyor's plan and report and the evi-
dence taken hy him, and his repert recom-
mending the granting or refusal of the lease
applied for.”

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved ns an amendment, to insert, after
the word inquiry” in line 14, the following
words : “ and the decision of the Court of
Mining Appeal hereinafter mentioned on any
questions raised by way of appeal (if any).
The amendment would provide that the
Warden should tranemit to the Minister
for the considerntion and decision of the
Governor, the application for forfeiture of,
and the objection to the granting of any lease,
after the desision of the Court of Mining
Appeal had been given on any nppeal from
the decision of the Warden.

Amendment put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. &.
Burt) moeved to insert, after the word “ objec-
tions,” in line 16, the following words—*and
a copy of the decision of the Court of Appeal
certified by him.”
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Amendment put nnd passed. !
Mg. LEAKE moved to insert, after the word
“report,” in line 17, the words “if uny.” He |
said the Clause provided that the Warden
should forward o the Minister, in addition to
the applications and objections, the surveyor's
plan of, and report on, any lease objected to,
and, ns those plans and voports were nob :
always ready when they were wanted, it was
advigable to make the stipulation which the

words « if any,” made.

Amendment pot and passed.

Clause, as atuended, put und passed.

Clause 38.—* There shall be implied in every
* lease issued under this Act or the Regula-
“tions a condition that if the lessee, his
“ executors, administrators, orassigns, fail at
“ any time during the term to fulfil ihe con-
“ ditions or terms, or t» keep the covcnants
" therein contained, or to use the land bona fide
“for the purpose for which it shull be
“ demised, the lease for any such failure or
“brench shall be voidable at the will of the
“ Governor, and avery such lease shall contain
“ such covenants, conditions, reservutions, and
“ exceptions as may be prescribed and as the
* Governor may approve, and shall bear the
“ dute of the execution thereof by the Minis- |
“ ter and shall, after execution, be delivered to !
“the applicant or his authorised agent or i
* atterney upon payment of a deed fee of Ten !
* shillings. Hvery such lease shall be regis- |
“ tered in the office of the Minister for Mines !
“ in Perth” : I

I
|

Me. LEAKE moved to strike ont the word
“ execution,” at the beginning of line 10, for
the purpose of inserting the word *“ approval i
in lieu fthereof. He said that, in view of pos- .
sible delays in issuing wining leases, it was |
necossary that the date of o mining lease
should be the date upon which the application
for it wns approved ; because that was when
the contract really became u lenge. Numbera
of leases were not isgued for months and
months nfter the applicatione had Leen lodged, .
and particularly was that the case when there .
was a great pressure of work.

Tug ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. S
Burt) would agree with the wmendment,
although he saw no reason why the leases
shonld not be issued as soom as they were
wpplied for, now that the alluvial digger diffi-
culty had been disposed of. !

Amepdment put and passed.

Mp, LEAKE said it wag desirable that some |
provision should be wade which would compel :
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leaseholders to report the quantity of gold
tuken from their properties, from time to
time.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt) said that was provided for in the Mining
Kegulations.

Clause us amended, and with a conseguentinl
verbal amendment, put and passed.

Cluuse 84— Surreuder of lense”

Put aud passed.

Clause 35— Ground applied to lease pro-
tected **:

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved to strike out the following words
at the beginning of the Clanse—* Pending any
application for a gold-mining lease under the
provisions of this Act,” for the purpose of in-
serting the following words in lieu thereof—
“ Subject to the provisions of Section 30 of
this Aect, aftor the making of an application
for w gold-mining lesse, und until the same
has been refused.”

Awmendment put and passed.

Clanse, as umended, agreed to,

Pug A'T'MORNEY.GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) at this stage. moved that progress be
repurted, and leave given to sit again,

Motion put and passed.

Proygress report  accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourmed at 10.50 o’clock,
pan.




